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A Perfect Travel Day - Pakse, Laos

Some travel days are simply better than others and some sights we just enjoy more as 
well. The day I got this photo was absolutely perfect. Anya and I were in Pakse, Laos, 
staying at a $5/night guesthouse, which was modern, clean, and comfortable with a very 
welcoming owner. A huge omelet with fresh chicken and local vegetables, just-picked 
bananas, and locally grown Lao coffee for $1.50/person was our breakfast. We then 
rented a motorbike ($5 for the day), got a hand drawn map from the bike owner, and 
cruised about an hour out of town up and onto the Bolaven Plateau. Traffic on that road 
included a few other motorbikes, several tractors, a stray cow (or three) and children 
riding bicycles. There were nine waterfalls marked on the map, each one just a 
kilometer or two off the main road. Anya and I managed to see and photograph several 
gorgeous waterfalls that day, each one better than the last. The light cooperated and I 
was able to take photos all day, including this shot of "Tad Fane" Waterfall. We parked 
our motorbike and heard this falls long before seeing it. The jungle trail went down 
steeply and around to a slightly open area where we could see most of the falls.  But a 
few trees obscured the view. The bowl shaped hole in the forest where these rivers fall- 
over a hundred meters off the cliff- and into the pool below, is an almost 90 degree 
angle everywhere.  I put my camera around my neck, clung to some vines and lowered 
myself down in order to get this shot - my favorite of the day. We ended our perfect day 
cruising back to Pakse town as the sun set orange and red in the western sky...and no 
motorbike crashing!  I hope all is well wherever you are today.

-Don Mammoser


