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Our South Pacific Journey

We are back home safely now to Parker, Colorado. I thought that I might try and sum up some 
thoughts about our South Pacific journey. I've now been to 4 island groups/countries in this region, 
and on this trip Anya and I visited Tonga and Fiji. I would say that Tonga is best appreciated by those 
with private sailboats. There are hundreds of small islets, beaches, coves, and safe anchorages 
where, with your own boat, you could explore and enjoy it all for months - and we talked with many 
'yachties' who were doing just that. For Anya and I, traveling without such a luxury, we often felt as if 
the tourism infrastructure could have been better, and that we were missing such places. We did 
enjoy meeting the everyday people of Tonga and diving the coral reefs, but spectacular island 
scenery was hard to come by as most of Tonga's islands are flat. Fiji, on the other hand, is supremely 
scenic, and it has friendly locals, as well as a great tourism industry. Fiji consists of 330 islands and 
hundreds of smaller islets, almost all of which are volcanic in origin, mountainous, lushly green, and 
simply breathtaking for someone with a camera. Tourism is a central aspect for most of Fiji and all 
services are reliable, friendly and very well managed. We were able to visit 10 islands during our days 
in Fiji and each one had a unique character with plenty of sights both above and below water. We 
loved Fiji and will definitely go back someday - the possibilities are inexhaustible there. So, to those of 
you who read my writing, once again I thank you for reading, and for your comments. Anya and I wish 
you a continued joyous holiday season in 2013! 

 - Don and Anya Mammoser


